Brett Favre

Early life and college career: Brett Lorenzo Favre was born on October 10, 1969 in Gulfport,
Mississippi, and grew up in the small town of Kiln enwikipediaorg. He was the second of four
children of schoolteacher parents; his father Irvin Favre coached the Hancock North Central
High School football team. Brett was a standout athlete in high school, playing baseball and
multiple football positions under his father's coaching enwipediaorg . After high school he
accepted a scholarship to the University of Southern Mississippi. Southern Miss wanted him
at defensive back, but Favre insisted on playing quarterback and soon became the starter
enwikipediaorg . He led the Golden Eagles to an upset over #6 Florida State in 1989 enuwikipediaorg
and compiled strong passing statistics. In July 1990 Favre suffered a nearly fatal car accident,
but amazingly returned just eight weeks later and led Southern Miss to a comeback win over
Alabama enwikipediaorg . By the end of his college career he held several school passing records —
for example, he had five 300-yard passing games (the most in school history) and led the

team in passing and total offense all four seasons enwikipedia.org .

NFL career highlights and milestones: Favre was selected by the Atlanta Falcons in the 2nd
round of the 1991 NFL Draft. After spending one season as a backup in Atlanta, he was
traded to the Green Bay Packers in 1992. In Green Bay he became the starting quarterback
and "revitalized a franchise” that had long struggled enwiipediaorg. Over 16 seasons with the
Packers (1992-2007), Favre led the team to 11 playoff appearances, seven division titles, and
four NFC Championship Games, including two straight Super Bowls enuikipediaorg. He won Super

Bowl XXXI (1996 season) and was runner-up in Super Bowl XXXII.

Favre in a Packers uniform (No. 4) handing off the ball during a snowy 2006 Monday Night

FOOtball game commons.wikimedia.org .

Favre's individual honors are numerous. He won 3 consecutive NFL MVP awards (1995,
1996, 1997) — the first player to do SO enwikipediaorg — and was selected to 11 Pro Bowls (1992,
1993, 1995-1997, 2001-2003, 2007-2009) enwikipediaorg . At the time of his first retirement he

held several NFL career records. For example:

NFL champion: Super Bowl XXXI (1996 season) enuikipedia.org -

MVP awardS: 3x Leag ue MVP (1 995-1 997) en.wikipedia.org .
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Pro Bowls: 11x (1992, 1993, 1995-1997, 2001-2003, 2007-2009) enwikipediaorg -
Passing yards leader: Led NFL in passing yards twice (1995, 1998) enuikipediaorg -

Touchdowns leader: Led NFL in passing touchdowns four times (1995-1997, 2003)

en.wikipedia.org .

Consecutive starts: 297 regular-season games (321 including playoffs) — an NFL record

en.wikipedia.org .

After Green Bay, Favre played one year (2008) with the New York Jets and two seasons
(2009-2010) with the Minnesota Vikings enwiipediaorg . He helped Minnesota win the NFC North
title in 2009 and reach the NFC Championship game that season envikipediaorg . Favre's career
totals were 10,169 pass attempts, 6,300 completions, 71,838 passing yards, and 508
touchdown passes enwiipediaorg — figures that were NFL records at his retirement. He announced
his final retirement in January 2011. In 2016 he was elected to the Pro Football

Hall of Fame in his first year of eligibility, cementing his place among the game’s greats

en.wikipedia.org .

Playing style and legacy: Favre was famous for his “gunslinger” playing style. He threw
with a powerful arm and took risks downfield, often making spectacular long touchdown
passes. This aggressive style resulted in both big plays and turnovers: he threw more career
touchdowns than any previous quarterback, but also more interceptions than anyone in NFL
history (336 interceptions) ~ficom. Observers often describe his on-field approach as one of
“reckless abandon” nicom. Favre was also remarkably tough and durable - playing through
injuries and riding the wave of momentum. His NFL-record consecutive starts streak (297
games) highlights this durability enwicipediaorg . In the collective memory, Favre is remembered as
one of the greatest quarterbacks of the 1990s. He was named to the NFL's 1990s AllDecade
Team and the NFL's 100th Anniversary All-Time Team enwikipediaorg . Fans in Green Bay and
beyond recall him as a flamboyant and charismatic leader who delivered a Lombardi Trophy
to the Packers. He remains a popular and iconic figure in football history.

Post-retirement activities: After leaving the NFL, Favre largely stayed out of day-to-day
sports commentary, but he has occasionally explored media work. In 2011 he served as a
guest color commentator for one college football game (Southern Miss vs. Rice) audacy.com. In
2023 he stated he would consider a broadcasting career (e.g. Monday Night or Thursday
Night Football) if “the right deal” came along audacy.com, though as of mid-2024 he had not
taken a permanent TV role. Favre has been active in business and endorsements: he

coowned the NASCAR Busch Series team Jarrett/Favre Motorsports in 1999-2000 with driver
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Dale Jarrett enwikipediaorg, and for several years owned “Brett Favre's Steakhouse” (later “Hall of
Fame Chophouse”) in Green Bay enwikpedinorg . He has appeared in numerous advertising
campaigns over the years — for example, serving as a spokesman for Nike, Wrangler, Hyundai,
MasterCard and other brands enwiipedaorg . Politically, Favre has occasionally endorsed

candidates: he backed Senator Thad Cochran in 2014 enwikipediaorg and Donald Trump in 2020

en.wikipedia.org .

Public controversies and legal issues: Favre's career was not without controversy. In 1996
he admitted to a Vicodin painkiller addiction and spent 46 days in rehab; the NFL briefly
banned him from drinking during his treatment enwikipediaorg . In 2010, while with the Vikings, an
NFL investigation examined allegations that Favre had sent inappropriate voice mails and
photos to a female Jets staffer (sideline hostess Jenn Sterger) when he played in New York
enwikipediaorg . The investigation found no definitive proof he sent the photos, and he was
cleared of personal conduct violations, though he was fined $50,000 for “failing to

cooperate” with the probe enuikipedia.org .

The most significant recent controversy involves a Mississippi welfare-funds scandal.
Investigators found that millions of dollars intended for state welfare programs were
diverted to projects Favre supported enwicipediaorg enwikipediaorg . FOr example, a 2020 audit reported
$1.1 million paid to Favre for speaking engagements he never performed enuwikipedgiaorg, and text
messages showed his involvement in seeking $5 million for a volleyball
facility at his alma mater enwikipediaorg . Favre has consistently denied intentional wrongdoing.
He paid $600,000 back to the state in 2021 after the auditor demanded repayment

enwikipediaorg aNd has stated he was unaware the funds were misused. As of 2023 he is a
defendant in a civil lawsuit by the state of Mississippi over the diversion of funds enwikipediaorg .
In late 2023 Favre filed a defamation lawsuit against the Mississippi State Auditor and others
over their public allegations enwiipediaorg. Throughout these events, Favre has maintained his
innocence; no criminal charges have been filed against him as of 2025.
Philanthropy and charitable work: Favre has a long history of charitable involvement. In
1996 he founded the Brett Favre Fourward Foundation. This charity (supported by his annual
golf and softball tournaments) has donated over $2 million to children’s charities and
health programs in his home state of Mississippi and in Wisconsin enwikipediaorg . He has been
active in granting wishes for seriously ill youth and was honored with the Chris Greicius
Celebrity Award from the Make-A-Wish Foundation for his work with sick children enwiipediaorg .
More recently he launched the Favre 4 Hope Foundation. According to its mission statement,
Favre

”

4 Hope provides support “for disadvantaged and disabled children and breast cancer patients

espn.com . 1he foundation accepts public donations and has funded various causes — for
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example, it has made sizable contributions to the University of Southern Mississippi’s athletic
programs and to Mississippi Special Olympics espncom. Deanna Favre, Brett's wife, is also
known for her own charitable work (especially raising awareness for breast cancer). Overall,
Favre's foundations and personal gifts have directed millions of dollars to community and

health causes.

Personal life and public image: Brett Favre married Deanna (née Fineman) in 1987. They
have two daughters, Brittany (born 1989) and Breleigh (born 1999) enwikipediaorg . (While Brett
was still active as a player, Brittany became the NFL's then- only active player to have a
grandchild.) Favre and his family have largely lived in Mississippi and the American South
since his retirement. He is a devout Roman Catholic and has said his faith helped him
through personal challenges enwiipediaorg . After his NFL career Favre briefly served as offensive
coordinator for Oak Grove High School in Mississippi (his former high school), helping them
win a state championship in 2013 enwikipediaorg . IN popular culture, Favre remains a recognizable
figure: for instance, he had a cameo as himself in the 1998 comedy There’s Something About
Mary enwikipediaorg . His public image is that of a tough, gritty competitor — beloved by many
Packers and Vikings fans — though the welfare scandal in recent years has been a serious
blow to his reputation. Nevertheless, Favre is widely remembered as one of the NFL's all-
time great quarterbacks, an icon of the "gunslinger” era, and a folk hero in Wisconsin and
Mississippi.

Sources: Authoritative biographies, NFL historical records, and news investigations have
been used to compile this Overview enwikipediaorg enwikipedia.org nfl.com audacy.com en wikipedia.org enwikipedia.org espn.com ,

along with contemporaneous reporting and Favre’'s own statements. All

facts and figures are cited from these trusted sources.
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