Qatar: Comprehensive Country Profile

Qatar occupies a small peninsula in the northeastern Arabian Peninsula, bordered by the
Persian Gulf and a single land border with Saudi Arabia theodoracom . With an area of only 11,586
km?, its terrain is largely flat desert with a scorching arid climate. As of 2023, Qatar’s
population is roughly 2.6-2.9 million vsccom dratgovau, cONcentrated almost entirely in urban
areas (about 99.4% urbanization theodoracom ). Only about 10-12% of residents are Qatari
Citizens bbe.com dfatgovau, Meaning the vast majority (over 88%) are foreign-born migrant
workers expaticacom bbecom . This also explains the heavily skewed sex ratio (roughly 3.3
males for each female) due to male-dominated labor streams. Arabic is the official language,
but English is widely used in business and education. Islam is the state religion (Sunni Islam
is practiced by roughly 90% of Qataris), and most of the population is Muslim (=65%)
theodoracom . EXpatriates include sizable Hindu (=2 14%) and Christian (= 14%) minorities theodoracom
. In short, Qatar is a compact, very urbanized state with a majority non-national

population, high income levels, and a conservative Islamic society.

Historical Background and Key Milestones

Qatar's modern history is marked by rapid change over the last century. It was a British
protectorate (formally since 1868) until Britain withdrew from the Gulf. Qatar declared
independence on September 3, 1971, replacing earlier treaties with a friendship
agreement

britannicacom - Within weeks it joined the United Nations and Arab League, and in 1981 helped
found the Gulf Cooperation Council (GCC) britannicacom . From 1990-91, Qatari forces
participated in the Gulf War alongside the U.S.-led coalition. In 1995 Sheikh Hamad bin
Khalifa Al Thani seized power in a palace coup (with British acquiescence) britannicacom; he
launched an ambitious modernization drive. Hamad's era saw the birth of the Al Jazeera
news network (1996) and major investments in education and culture britannicacom . In June
2013, Hamad made the rare decision to abdicate in favour of his son Tamim bin Hamad Al
Thani theguardiancom, Who remains the Emir. Another turning point came in June 2017, when
Saudi Arabia, the UAE, Bahrain and Egypt abruptly severed ties and imposed a blockade on
Qatar, accusing it of supporting extremism ooccom. Qatar denied the charges, and the crisis

persisted until January 2021, when the Al-Ula Declaration formally restored diplomatic


https://theodora.com/wfbcurrent/qatar/qatar_geography.html#:~:text=Area
https://theodora.com/wfbcurrent/qatar/qatar_geography.html#:~:text=Area
https://www.bbc.com/news/world-middle-east-55538792#:~:text=Centred%20on%20its%20capital%20Doha%2C,of%20these%20are%20Qatari%20nationals
https://www.dfat.gov.au/geo/qatar/qatar-country-brief#:~:text=Qatar%20has%20an%20estimated%20population,but%20English%20is%20widely%20spoken
https://www.dfat.gov.au/geo/qatar/qatar-country-brief#:~:text=Qatar%20has%20an%20estimated%20population,but%20English%20is%20widely%20spoken
https://theodora.com/wfbcurrent/qatar/qatar_people.html#:~:text=Urbanization
https://theodora.com/wfbcurrent/qatar/qatar_people.html#:~:text=Urbanization
https://www.bbc.com/news/world-middle-east-55538792#:~:text=Centred%20on%20its%20capital%20Doha%2C,of%20these%20are%20Qatari%20nationals
https://www.dfat.gov.au/geo/qatar/qatar-country-brief#:~:text=Qatar%20has%20an%20estimated%20population,but%20English%20is%20widely%20spoken
https://www.expatica.com/qa/moving/about/population-and-people-in-qatar-71297/#:~:text=The%20people%20in%20Qatar%20come,well%20as%20many%20other%20nations
https://www.bbc.com/news/world-middle-east-55538792#:~:text=Centred%20on%20its%20capital%20Doha%2C,of%20these%20are%20Qatari%20nationals
https://www.bbc.com/news/world-middle-east-55538792#:~:text=Centred%20on%20its%20capital%20Doha%2C,of%20these%20are%20Qatari%20nationals
https://theodora.com/wfbcurrent/qatar/qatar_people.html#:~:text=Religions
https://theodora.com/wfbcurrent/qatar/qatar_people.html#:~:text=Religions
https://theodora.com/wfbcurrent/qatar/qatar_people.html#:~:text=Religions
https://theodora.com/wfbcurrent/qatar/qatar_people.html#:~:text=Religions
https://www.britannica.com/topic/history-of-Qatar#:~:text=In%201968%20Britain%20announced%20plans,Iraq%20War
https://www.britannica.com/topic/history-of-Qatar#:~:text=In%201968%20Britain%20announced%20plans,Iraq%20War
https://www.britannica.com/topic/history-of-Qatar#:~:text=In%201968%20Britain%20announced%20plans,Iraq%20War
https://www.britannica.com/topic/history-of-Qatar#:~:text=In%201968%20Britain%20announced%20plans,Iraq%20War
https://www.britannica.com/topic/history-of-Qatar#:~:text=Renewed%20arguments%20over%20the%20distribution,finally%20settled%20out%20of%20court
https://www.britannica.com/topic/history-of-Qatar#:~:text=Renewed%20arguments%20over%20the%20distribution,finally%20settled%20out%20of%20court
https://www.britannica.com/topic/history-of-Qatar#:~:text=Renewed%20arguments%20over%20the%20distribution,finally%20settled%20out%20of%20court
https://www.britannica.com/topic/history-of-Qatar#:~:text=Middle%20East,although%20the%20country%20remained%20an
https://www.britannica.com/topic/history-of-Qatar#:~:text=Middle%20East,although%20the%20country%20remained%20an
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2013/jun/24/qatar-emir-steps-down-son-tamim#:~:text=Sheikh%20Hamad%20bin%20Khalifa%20Al,reveal%20plans%20for%20his%20departure
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2013/jun/24/qatar-emir-steps-down-son-tamim#:~:text=Sheikh%20Hamad%20bin%20Khalifa%20Al,reveal%20plans%20for%20his%20departure
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2013/jun/24/qatar-emir-steps-down-son-tamim#:~:text=Sheikh%20Hamad%20bin%20Khalifa%20Al,reveal%20plans%20for%20his%20departure
https://www.bbc.com/news/world-middle-east-55538792#:~:text=In%20June%202017%2C%20Saudi%20Arabia%2C,all%20diplomatic%20and%20trade%20ties
https://www.bbc.com/news/world-middle-east-55538792#:~:text=In%20June%202017%2C%20Saudi%20Arabia%2C,all%20diplomatic%20and%20trade%20ties

relations bbecom. IN 2022, Qatar became the first Middle Eastern nation to host the FIFA World
Cup (November-December 2022), showcasing its rapid development (new stadiums,
transport and hospitality projects) and drawing international attention to its labor and

human-rights record.

Political System and Governance

Qatar is an absolute hereditary monarchy ruled by the Al Thani family. The current head of
state is Emir Sheikh Tamim bin Hamad Al Thani (emir since June 2013) theguardiancom . The Emir
serves as commander-in-chief, appoints the prime minister and cabinet, and exerts final
authority over major policies. In theory, Qatar has a constitution (ratified in 2003) and a
unicameral Advisory Shura Council, but political power remains concentrated in the royal
court. The Shura Council (now 45 members) reviews legislation and the national budget, but
it cannot override the Emir on security, defense or foreign policy reuterscom . (Political parties
remain banned.) Qatar held its first-ever legislative elections in 2021 (for two-thirds of the
Shura seats); however, a 2024 constitutional referendum (approved by over 90% of voters)
reversed that experiment. The referendum eliminated popular elections and restored all
Shura appointments by the Emir reuterscom . Thus today all council members are appointed by
the Emir, with the same advisory powers reuerscom . The justice system is based on civil law, and

there is no independent electoral body.

Governance reforms: In recent years the government has undertaken high-profile reforms
in response to international scrutiny. In partnership with the International Labour
Organization, Qatar has overhauled its migrant labor laws since 2018 dftgova,. These changes
include ending the kafala sponsorship exit-permit system (allowing workers to change jobs
without employer permission) and setting a national minimum wage (introduced in 2020)
hrw.org

hworg. Qatar also banned outdoor work during the hottest hours of summer dfatgova,. On
the political side, women'’s participation has slowly expanded (women gained the vote in
1999 local elections and have served as ministers), but all major posts remain in male hands.
(Notably, Qatar had a peaceful dynastic transition in 2013 when Hamad stepped aside

theguardiancom, @N UNUsUal move in the region.) While reforms have modernized aspects of

governance, Qatar remains an autocratic state with the Al Thani family dominating politics.
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Economic Structure and Major Industries

Qatar's economy is energy-driven and very wealthy. It has one of the world's highest GDP
per capita levels (around $70,000-80,000) thedocsworidbankorg . The hydrocarbon sector (oil and
especially natural gas) traditionally accounts for a large share of GDP and nearly all export
earnings dfatgovau enwikipediaorg . Qatar sits on the North Field (the world’s largest natural gas
field) enwikipediaorg — @ vast reservoir shared with Iran’s South Pars field — making Qatar the
leading global exporter of Liquefied Natural Gas (LNG). QatarEnergy (formerly Qatar
Petroleum) is expanding LNG capacity from 77 to 126 million tonnes per year by 2027,
aiming to solidify Qatar’s position among the top gas producers ajazeeracom dfatgovau. Crude oil
production has stabilized around 1-1.8 million barrels per day in recent years, used largely

to fund state revenue and petrochemicals.

Beyond hydrocarbons, Qatar is investing heavily to diversify its economy. Major non-oil

sectors include:

Finance and banking: Doha hosts the Qatar Financial Centre (QFC) and the Qatar Stock
Exchange. The country is a regional financial hub; Qatar National Bank (QNB) is the
Gulf's largest lender. The Qatar Investment Authority (QIA), the sovereign wealth fund,

manages over $500 billion in assets (as of 2024) and invests globally in real estate,

banking and indUStry dfat.gov.au dfat.gov.au .

Airline and tourism: Qatar Airways (state-owned) has helped turn Doha into a
transcontinental hub. Tourism is growing (hotels, sports events, heritage sites); Qatar

aims to attract ~6 million visitors per year by 2030, up from about 5million in 2024

thedocs.worldbank.org .

Construction and real estate: Continuous public spending (urban development,
infrastructure, World Cup projects) and private investment have built luxury malls,
skyscrapers and free-trade zones (e.g. Lusail City near Doha, Pearl-Qatar). The
government'’s Qatar National Vision 2030 emphasizes sectors like education, research

and technology.

Manufacturing: Qatar produces aluminum and steel (e.g. Qatalum, industries around

Ras Laffan), and petrochemicals for domestic use and export.

Media and technology: Al Jazeera (state-funded) is a globally recognized media
network. Qatar also invests in technology parks and digital startup incubators (Qatar

Science & Technology Park).
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In summary, about 60% of GDP still comes from oil and gas dftgovas, but the nonhydrocarbon
economy (finance, construction, tourism, transport, education) has grown strongly (over 3%
growth in non-energy sectors in 2024) thedocsworidbankorg . FOr example, in

2024 strong expansions were seen in education (= +14%), tourism, and other services

thedocs.worldbank.org .

Role in Regional and Global Geopolitics

Qatar pursues an independent, often eclectic foreign policy. It is a founding GCC member
and an active voice in Arab and Islamic forums (Arab League, OIC, Non-Aligned Movement,
UN, etc.); see below for organizations. Qatar has simultaneously cultivated relations with
both Western powers (hosting a large U.S. airbase at Al Udeid) britannicacom and regional rivals
(maintaining diplomatic ties with Iran, despite sectarian divides, and hosting Turkish military
presence). It often acts as mediator in Middle Eastern conflicts. For instance, Qatar brokered
a 2008 deal to resolve Lebanon'’s political crisis britamnicacom, hosted peace talks (e.g. U.S.Taliban
negotiations in Doha since 2010), and provided aid to various factions in regional upheavals
(supporting rebels in Libya 2011, backing the 2011-13 Muslim Brotherhood government in
Egypt, and later aiding Syria’s opposition). Qatar also supports Hamas and Palestinian
politics (hosting Gaza Strip leaders), while still officially mediating Israel-related issues. Its Al
Jazeera network has given Qatar disproportionate soft power, airing uncensored news

across the Arab world britannicacom .

However, this ambitious diplomacy has sometimes provoked neighbors. The 2017-2021
Gulf crisis (Saudi/UAE/U.S. diplomatic rift) was partly driven by Qatar’s ties to groups like
the

Muslim Brotherhood and Iran. Conversely, Qatar has hosted major international events (e.g.
World Cup 2022, CONCACAF Gold Cup 2021) to raise its profile. In global energy diplomacy,
Qatar left OPEC in 2019 (the first Gulf country to do so) to focus on gas; it announced it
would expand gas production to 110 million tonnes by 2024 ajazeera.com aljazeeracom . Qatar
actively engages in climate talks and development aid, and positions itself as a key security

partner of the U.S., U.K. and France in the Gulf.
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Cultural Identity, Religion, Language, and Social Norms

Qatari culture blends traditional Bedouin heritage with rapid modernization. The official
religion is Islam (mostly Sunni), shaping public life (e.g. Ramadan and daily prayers are
national observances). Conservative social norms prevail: modest dress is expected in public,
and Islamic law influences family and criminal justice. Alcohol is restricted (mostly to licensed
hotels). At the same time, Qatar’s leadership has encouraged cultural openness: Doha is
known for museums (Museum of Islamic Art, National Museum of Qatar), art festivals, and
universities (see below). Arabic is the official language; dialectical Gulf Arabic is spoken

natively, but English serves as a lingua franca in business, academia and among expatriates.

Ethnic Qataris (descended from tribal and Bedouin groups) are a small minority, with close
social ties. Expatriate communities — especially from South Asia (India, Nepal, Bangladesh,
Pakistan) and the Philippines — contribute cultural diversity. In heritage preservation,
falconry, pearl-diving lore and traditional dhow boats remain symbols of Qatari identity.
Women in Qatar today attend university in large numbers and hold many professional roles
(Qatar has some of the highest female education attainment in the region), though political
participation is limited. In 1999 Qatari women obtained the municipal vote refwordorg. Several
women have served as ministers and diplomats. Overall, Qatari society is conservative but
exposed to global influences through its large foreign community and international media

presence.

A glimpse of traditional Qatari culture at Souq Waqif market in Doha illustrates the blending
of old and new. Historic markets, mosques and cultural festivals exist alongside modern
malls and skyscrapers. Social life is often family-centered; public celebrations (like National
Day on December 18) feature folk dances (ardha sword dance) and falconry shows. Despite
significant modernization, values such as hospitality, family honour and respect for elders

remain important.

Infrastructure and Urban Development

Qatar has invested its wealth in rapid urban development, especially in and around the
capital Doha. Doha'’s skyline is now dominated by glass-and-steel skyscrapers (in the West
Bay business district) — symbols of Qatar's oil-and-gas prosperity. Key infrastructure

highlights include:
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Doha Metro and Lusail City: A state-of-the-art driverless metro network (opened
2019) and a light rail in Lusail improve mobility raiway-technology.com . Lusail City, a new planned
city north of Doha (with the 80,000-seat Lusail Stadium), is being built as a smart-city

development.

Hamad International Airport: Opened in 2014, it is a major global hub for Qatar
Airways. The airport handled about 52.7 million passengers in 2024 dohahamadairport.com ,

reflecting Doha’s new importance in air travel.

Hamad Port: Inaugurated in 2016, it is one of the largest container ports in the Middle

East (capacity ~7.5 million TEUs) mwanicomaa, bOOSting Qatar’s trade and logistics capacity.

Roads and bridges: Extensive highway projects and interchanges link Doha to new
suburbs and economic zones. The world’s longest cable-stayed bridge (Shahaniyah) and
multiple causeways (to Bahrain and planned Qatar-Iraq link) are either built or

underway.

Education City: A sprawling campus founded by the Qatar Foundation, hosting branch
campuses of international universities (e.g. Georgetown, Northwestern, Weill Cornell).

This initiative has created a “knowledge corridor,” as noted by UNESCO and planners

britannica.com .

Sports venues: For the 2022 World Cup, Qatar built seven new stadiums (e.g. Al Bayt,
Education City, Ahmad Bin Ali) and upgraded the Khalifa Stadium. A year later, most
venues remain in use: six stadiums host local league games and training, while Lusail
Stadium (2022 final) is a national sports landmark espncom . INnovative designs like Stadium
974 (modular, made of shipping containers) garnered attention; it was slated to
be dismantled, though reports indicate it has not yet been fully removed espn.com

espncom . The World Cup also led to new parklands, a new marina district (The Pearl, West

Bay Lagoon) and cultural venues (e.g. the National Museum, Katara Cultural Village).

Overall, Qatar’s urban and infrastructure expansion is unprecedented for its small size.
Projects are often guided by the Qatar National Vision 2030, emphasizing sustainability and
high quality of life. For example, Lusail’s infrastructure includes solar-powered public lighting
and air-conditioned bus stops (to beat the desert heat). The Doha Metro and Hamad Airport
also incorporate eco-friendly technologies. Even so, the scale of development in a harsh

desert environment poses engineering and environmental challenges (noted below).
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Environmental and Sustainability Challenges

Qatar faces significant environmental constraints. Its desert climate brings extreme heat
(summer temperatures often exceed 45°C), making air conditioning and water desalination
absolutely vital. Qatar has virtually no renewable freshwater; nearly all water is produced by
energy-intensive desalination. As a result, the country has one of the world’s highest
percapita carbon footprints (due to heavy reliance on fossil fuels and cooling).
Desertification and dust storms are natural hazards. Coastal ecosystems and the Gulf's coral

reefs are vulnerable to rising sea temperatures.

In recent years the government has begun addressing these issues. Qatar’'s National Vision
2030 includes an "environment development” pillar, and in late 2024 the Ministry of
Environment and Climate Change launched a 2024-2030 strategy under the banner
“Together toward a sustainable environment.” This plan targets a 25% reduction in
greenhouse gas emissions, restoration of 30% of impacted natural areas, and protection of
coastal zones and biodiversity wadego,. Qatar has pledged climate goals via its UN Nationally
Determined Contribution (NDC), and participates actively in COP climate conferences.
Investments in solar energy are increasing (plans include 800+ MW of solar PV by 2027).
Public transport (metro, buses) and “green building” requirements aim to curb future
emissions. However, Qatar's economy is still overwhelmingly hydrocarbon-based, and

balancing growth with sustainability remains a central challenge.

On the positive side, Qatar maintains relatively good air quality in urban areas (due to little
industry aside from gas) and has no natural pollution from heavy industry. It promotes
environmental research (e.g. Qatar Meteorology Department and Qatar National Research
Fund support climate studies) and has established nature reserves (e.g. Al Reem Biosphere
Reserve). Nonetheless, climate-change impacts (extreme heat, Gulf sea-level rise) are

expected to grow, making Qatar’s mitigation commitments crucial.

Recent and Ongoing Reforms or Challenges

Aside from labor and governance reforms already noted, Qatar has pursued other changes

to modernize its economy and society:

Labour laws: In addition to abolishing aspects of the sponsorship (kafala) system and
setting a minimum wage (1,000 QAR plus allowances) nworg, Qatar now requires wages

be paid via bank accounts and has eased restrictions on forming labor committees.
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These steps have improved migrant rights compared to pre-2018 conditions. (Still,

human-rights organizations monitor compliance.)

Business and investment climate: In 2019, Qatar enacted a new Foreign Investment
Law allowing up to 100% foreign ownership in most sectors (with exceptions in strategic
industries) investmentpolicyunctadorg . It also created free zones and simplified company laws to
attract FDI. The Qatar Financial Centre (with its own law) offers guarantees like
repatriation of profits and 10-year tax holidays. As a result, foreign investment has

grown (e.g. British and U.S. firms expand offices in Doha).

Regulatory reforms: Government agencies have streamlined bureaucratic procedures
(e-permitting, single-window services). The legal code has been updated in areas like
bankruptcy and stock exchange regulation. Qatar reformed its citizenship law to allow a
limited path to permanent residency for certain expatriates (though Qatar does not

recognize dual citizenship).

Social changes: Qatar’s rulers have gradually encouraged more public openness. For
instance, in 2022 Qatar lifted a ban on alcohol for non-Muslim female tourists, and in
2023 introduced limited exemptions allowing foreigners to own property in designated
zones. However, many aspects of Qatari law remain conservative (e.g. homosexuality

remains illegal).

Post-World Cup legacy: The flood of infrastructure projects spurred local
capacitybuilding (construction firms, hotels, event management). But the tournament
also highlighted issues (migrant worker welfare, worker deaths) that Qatar continues to
address. The Supreme Committee on Delivery & Legacy has committed to repurposing

sports facilities for community use and housing, mitigating "white elephant” risk.

Despite these reforms, Qatar still faces challenges. Its small, open economy is sensitive to
global energy market swings. Demographically, high dependence on foreign labor creates
social tensions (as seen in the 2021 Shura Council elections where some tribal voters were
inadvertently disenfranchised reuerscom ). Politically, recent regression in electoral reforms (2024
referendum) shows limits to liberalization reuterscom . Geopolitically, Qatar must navigate
cautious diplomacy with larger neighbors (Saudi, Iran, Turkey) while avoiding entanglements

in regional conflicts.
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International Organizations and Diplomacy

Qatar is active in international fora. It is a member of the United Nations (joined 1971), the
Gulf Cooperation Council (GCC), the Arab League and the Organization of Islamic
Cooperation (OIC) dftgova, . It joined the World Trade Organization (WTO) in 1996 dtatgov.a, and
has participated in WTO negotiations (the "“Doha Round” of trade talks was named for the
capital). Qatar was a founding OPEC member in 1961 but formally withdrew from OPEC
effective Jan 2019 dratgov.au alazeeracom . Regionally, it chairs or participates in various
committees (e.g. security council, trade groups). In recent years Qatar served on UN bodies
like the ILO Governing Body and the ICAO Council dfatgova,. The country also contributes
foreign aid (especially to other Muslim-majority and developing countries) and is known for

sports diplomacy (investments in PSG football club, holding global events).

In diplomacy, Qatar plays a unique role as a mediator and host for negotiations (Afghan
peace talks, Gaza ceasefire talks, Sudan peace talks, etc.). It maintains an outsized media
influence via Al Jazeera (sometimes called “Qatar’s CNN"), which gives it a voice in Arab
public opinion britannicacom . Its foreign policy is an independent mix: for example, while it hosts
U.S. and British military bases, it also publicly acknowledges dialogue with Iran (a Gulf rival)
and funds Islamist factions that other GCC states oppose. Since 2018 Qatar has taken on
more international environmental commitments: in 2023 it reaffirmed its 2015 Paris
Agreement targets and in 2024 emphasized its National Vision's sustainability pillar at COP

conferences tradegov .

International rankings: Qatar consistently ranks very high on economic indices (e.g. World
Bank's ease-of-doing-business, IMF's GDP per capita) but low on political-freedom indexes.
According to the UN Human Development Report, it has “very high” human development
(HDI ~0.85) thanks to health and education services. It also boasts very low unemployment
(under 1% nationals, since most labor is imported) and the second-highest per-capita
carbon emissions globally. Diplomatically, Qatar has increased its profile through hosting
international events (the 2022 FIFA World Cup and 2030 Asian Games) and engaging in

climate finance (hosting UN climate talks on issues related to adaptation in small states).
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Statistical Snapshot

Indicator Data (Year) Source

Area 11,586 km? theodora.com
Population ~2.6 million (2023) bbc.com
Urbanization 99.4% (2023) theodora.com

GDP (nominal) ~$226.2 billion (2024) thedocs.worldbank.org
GDP per capita (nominal) ~$69,000 (2024) thedocs worldbank.org

Sources: Data are drawn from official and analytical reports (CIA World Factbook, World
Bank, IMF, UN, DFAT, etc.) as cited above. Latest figures reflect official estimates for 2023—

2025 where available.
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Qatar Geography 2024, CIA World Factbook
https://theodora.com/wfbcurrent/qatar/gatar_geography.html

** Qatar crisis: Saudi Arabia and allies restore diplomatic ties with emirate
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Indicator Data (Year)

GDP per capita (PPP) $70,854 (2024)

Inflation (CPI) ~1.1% (2024)

Urban Population (largest city) Doha ~1.5 million (2023)

Population composition Qatari nationals ~10-12%, expatriates ~88-90%

Religious affiliation Muslim ~65%, Christian ~15%, Hindu ~16%

Major industries LNG/gas, oil, petrochemicals, finance, construction, transport
Sovereign Wealth Fund (QIA) ~$526 billion (2024 est.)
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