Rod Wave: Biography and Musical
Journey

Early Life and Background: Rod Wave was born Rodarius Marcell Green on August 27, 1998

in St. Petersburg, Florida tampabaycom. He grew up in the city’s Cromwell Heights

neighborhood (on 13th Street S), raised largely by his mother Charmaine, grandmothers and

aunts after his father Rodney "Fatz” Green went to prison when Rod was a child tampabay.com
mpabay.com . WWave has said his music is directly shaped by the hardships of his youth:

"heartbreak and trauma in the Sunshine City,” as one profile puts it tampabay.com. From a young

age he sang in school and began writing songs (with his older brother’s guidance),

channeling personal struggles and family loss into his lyrics tampabay.com .

Career and Discography Timeline

2015-2018: Wave began releasing music under his stage name in high school, putting
out early mixtapes like Rookie of the Year and the Hunger Games series enuikipediaorg . IN

2018 he signed with Alamo Records.

2019: In June, he released the mixtape PTSD, which featured the single “Heart On Ice.”

That song went viral (especially on TikTok) and climbed to #25 on the Billboard Hot 100
enwikipediaorg . IN November 2019 he issued his debut studio album Ghetto Gospel

(executively produced by Kevin Gates). Ghetto Gospel entered the Billboard 200 at #10

en.wikipedia.org .

2020: His second album Pray 4 Love (Apr 2020) debuted at #2 on the Billboard 200
enwikipediaorg . It Spawned the hit single “Rags2Riches” (featuring Lil Baby and Atlanta’s ATR
Son Son), which peaked at #12 on the Hot 100 enwikipediaorg and became his
highestcharting song to date. This period also included high-profile tours (he opened
for Kevin Gates in 2019 enwiipediaorg) and major label deals (he signed a global publishing
deal with Sony Music) as his audience expanded.

2021: His third album SoulFly (Mar 2021) debuted at #1 on the Billboard 200 enwiipediaorg .
SoulFly featured singles like “Street Runner” and “Tombstone,” showcasing Wave's

introspective, melodic trap style. A deluxe edition (Aug 2021) added features from Lil
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Durk and Kodak Black. The album earned platinum sales and solidified his breakout,

with critics noting its emotional depth.

2022: The fourth album Beautiful Mind (Aug 2022) also debuted at #1 thefadercom, Selling
about 115,000 equivalent units in its first week tefadercom . IN November 2022 he released

an EP, Jupiter's Diary: 7 Day Theory, further expanding his discography.

2023: His fifth aloum Nostalgia (Sept 2023) continued his streak, debuting at #1 on the
Billboard 200 hypeveastcom . It featured 18 tracks (including collaborations with 21 Savage
and singer Sadie Jean) and a blend of rap and soulful melodies. With Nostalgia, Wave
became only the second artist ever (after Taylor Swift) to achieve a No.1 album in three

consecutive Y€ars hypebeastcom .

2024: His sixth album Last Lap was released Oct 11, 2024, debuting at #2 with about
127,000 album-equivalent units therreportmagcom . This marked Wave's seventh Top-10 album.
He promptly launched the Last Lap Tour (October 2024-January 2025), a 28-show arena
tour across the U.S. (with Moneybagg Yo and Toosii among the opening acts) enwikipediaorg .
The tour sold out many venues; one planned Jan 2025 date in California

was canceled due to regional wildfires enuwiipediaorg .

Musical Style and Lyrical Themes

Rod Wave is known for a soulful blend of hip-hop and R&B, often described as “pain
music.” Critics note he combines trap beats with gospel-tinged melodies and heartfelt
vocals. His songs lay bare personal struggles: heartbreak, poverty, and the challenges of
street life. The Fader summarizes his sound as “melodic, R&B-influenced rap that lays bare
the trauma of the hustle” tefadercom . Wave himself calls music a form of therapy for the scars he
carries

enwikipediaorg . ABC News Radio observed his “candor and shrewd ability to tug at listeners’
heartstrings,” since his lyrics are a "direct expression” of his own life enwikipediaorg . IN interviews
and songs, Wave frequently explores pain and perseverance, remembering the tough times
that shaped him. For example, on Nostalgia he reflects on his past (“l had a lot of pain and a
lot of scars... it was just therapy for me” revoitv  enwikipediaorg) and the contrast with his current
success. He also touches on themes of loyalty, family (often mentioning his late cousin
Daijha), and aspirations beyond the streets. Notably, NPR's Tiny Desk review likens his rap
style to a Southern soul singer: “sad, melodic rap” in the vein of Kevin Gates and Boosie
Badazz, rather than the conventional rap swagger nprorg. In short, Wave's music is heartfelt

and confessional, trading bravado for vulnerability.
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Influences

Wave draws inspiration from a wide array of artists. He has cited West Coast rap legend

ni

Tupac Shakur ("'Pac laid the blueprint,” he told Billboard) as a chief influence tnefadercom . He also
praises Adele for her emotional expression envikpediaog and credits Kanye West — especially The
College Dropout album — for opening his mind musically niciswittcom . More recently (2023) he
mentioned Ed Sheeran as a favorite, noting that listening to such songwriters helped him
“find his voice” enwiipediaorg. Growing up, he was exposed to local Florida rappers and soul acts
— influences like E-40, Boosie Badazz, Chief Keef, Kodak Black and Kevin Gates are all part of
his musical background enwiipediaorg . These artists, across hiphop and R&B, helped shape

Wave's penchant for melodic hooks and streetwise storytelling.

Notable Collaborations

Rod Wave's projects feature several high-profile guest artists and frequent collaborators. He
often works with fellow Floridian ATR Son Son, who co-wrote and co-featured on multiple
tracks. The biggest example is “Rags2Riches” (2020), a platinum single that features both Lil
Baby and ATR Son Son enwikipediaorg . Early in his career, Wave remixed his breakout “Heart On
Ice” with Chicago rapper Lil Durk. On Nostalgia (2023) he shared the stage with 27 Savage
(on "Turks & Caicos”) and pop singer Sadie Jean (on “2018") revortv. Other notable
collaborators include Kevin Gates (who executive-produced Ghetto Gospel and guested on
“Cuban Links") and Moneybagg Yo (who joined him on tour and appears on the track
“Lonely”). While Wave often keeps albums personal (his second album had no features on
the standard edition), these select collaborations span hip-hop’s spectrum from street

rappers to R&B singers, reflecting his broad appeal.

Reception and Influence

Rod Wave has earned both critical praise and major commercial success. All three of his
albums from 2021 to 2023 debuted at #1 on the Billboard 200 enwikipediaorg . Nostalgia (2023)
opened at #1 with roughly 137,000 units, extending a streak that only he and Taylor Swift
have achieved (a #1 album each year for three straight years) nypebeastcom . His 2022 album
Beautiful Mind similarly launched at #1 thefadercom . In October 2024, Last Lap debuted at #2
with about 127,000 units therreportmag.com, giving him a total of seven Top-10 albums. These high
chart positions have translated into platinum and multi-platinum certifications for Wave's

albums and singles, marking him as one of the most successful young rap/R&B artists today.
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Critics highlight Wave's authenticity and singing prowess. NPR declared him “one of the
biggest rappers in the country” after his 2021 Tiny Desk set, praising the “heart and
earnestness” in his live performance nprorg. The Fader notes that his willingness to express
vulnerability sets him apart: his songs “lay bare” the pain he has endured thefader.com .
Academically, writer Mickell Carter (AAIHS) argues that SoulFly and other releases offer
“sharp analysis of contemporary Black manhood,” using deeply personal narratives as a form
of social commentary aainsorg. In the industry, he has been recognized with award nominations
— for example, Top New Artist at the 2021 Billboard Music Awards and Favorite Rap/Hip-Hop
Album at the 2021 AMAs (for SoulFly) enwikipediaorg . Overall, Rod Wave's blend of rap and R&B
has earned him a reputation as a voice for his generation, influencing a wave of younger

artists who embrace emotional honesty in hip-hop.

Notable Controversies

In his public life, Wave has faced a few legal issues that have made news. In 2022 he was
arrested on a felony charge of domestic battery by strangulation (accused of choking an
exgirlfriend) pitcriorccom . The case drew attention in Florida but ultimately was dropped before
trial. In April 2024 police in Florida briefly detained him on weapons charges after a nearby
shooting, but authorities later clarified his arrest was based on “inaccurate information” and
Wave was released pitchiorkcom. IN May 2025 he voluntarily surrendered in Atlanta on a 14count
indictment including aggravated assault, firearm possession, and other charges stemming
from an April 21 incident pitchorcom . His legal team insists he was actually the victim of a
burglary that night, and maintains that many rumors on social media have distorted the facts
pitchforkcom . NOtably, press reports emphasize that unverified claims — such as Wave having shot
at a girlfriend or others — have no evidence; officials have not charged

him with any such act pitchforccom  hindustantimes.com . These incidents have been the main public

controversies of his career to date.

Recent Activities (2024-2025)

As of 2025, Rod Wave continues to build on his momentum with new music and live
appearances. Following the late 2024 release of Last Lap trerreportmagcom, he concluded the
supporting Last Lap Tour in January 2025. This arena tour ran from October 2024 to January
2025 (28 shows in total) with support from artists like Moneybagg Yo and Toosii enwikipediaorg . It
culminated in early 2025 — one planned January show was canceled due to California
wildfires enwikipediaorg, but otherwise Wave completed the tour successfully. (Earlier, his
Nostalgia Tour in 2023 also played major venues nationwide.) In addition to touring, he

made notable media appearances — for example, performing on NPR's Tiny Desk in 2021
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nprorg — and has teased that he is writing new songs as he “grows mentally” rewoitwv. Fans can
expect Rod Wave to release more music and headline shows throughout 2025, solidifying his

role as a leading figure in modern hip-hop and R&B.

Sources: Authoritative music press, chart reports, and news articles have been used to
compile this overview (see citations). These include feature profiles (Tampa Bay Times,
Revolt), industry charts (Billboard), music media reviews (Fader, NPR), and legal news outlets

(Associated Press via Yahoo News, Pitchfork). All facts are cited to reputable sources.
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